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Latest Update Inside

Law Society Centennial Begins

by Jim Peacock, QC, Law Society of Alberta

This January 2007 marks the start of
the centenary year of the Law Society
of Alberta. Our centennial presents a
significant opportunity for the Law Society
to turn the public and legal spotlight onto
itself, to celebrate its rich and diverse
history, to commemorate its honourable
standing today, and to share its vision
for the future with all Albertans. Over the
coming issues of the Advisory this year,
we will be sharing with you details of our
upcoming anniversary celebrations. K
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Calgary Legal Guidance Wins National Award

by Susan V.R. Billington, Policy and Program Counsel

Recognized as one of the
longest  operating  pro
bono programs in Canada,
Calgary Legal Guidance was
presented with the first
National Pro Bono program
award.

All of the many lawyers
and law firms who have
volunteered  their  time
and expertise to CLG over
the past 35 years have
contributed to CLG receiving
this award. The 2006 National Pro Bono awards
were part of the 1st National Pro Bono Conference:
Building Bridges to Justice November 16-17, 2006 in
Toronto. Awards were presented to: 1) an individual
actively involved in pro bono; 2) a law firm committed
to pro bono; and 3) a pro bono program serving the
community. Vancouver lawyer John-Paul Boyd and
McCarthy Tetrault LLP (Toronto) were award recipients
in the other two categories.

These awards are a national celebration of the
dedication and commitment of the many lawyers who
give their time freely to represent those who need, but
cannot afford legal assistance.

Since opening in 1971, CLG has developed a diverse

and innovative range of pro hono projects to address
the unmet legal needs of low-income Albertans. It has
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The Hon. Roy McMurtry, Chief Justice of Ontario (left) presented this award to Mary Lynn
Dorsey, Executive Director of Calgary Legal Guidance at a Toronto, Ontario awards event
on November 16. Jim Peacock, President of the Law Society of Alberta looks on.

successfully leveraged the volunteer contributions
of the private bar, and has been used as a model
for the establishment of other pro bono legal clinics
in Alberta including the Edmonton Centre for Equal
Justice and the Central Alberta Community Legal
Clinic and Lethbridge Legal Guidance (to open in
early 2007). It was also recognized for its solid
reputation of collaborating with community groups
and lawyers alike, and its proven ability to sustain
ongoing successful alliances.

Calgary Legal Guidance also provides access to
and networks with a variety of social agencies in
the Calgary community. With its administrative
framework for the provision of pro bono legal
services, it essentially operates as a 0pro bono law
firmd. In 2005, CLG provided service to over 8,000
individuals and clients. 1
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Welcome to New Benchers

The Law Society of Alberta welcomes three new
Benchers whose terms start February 2007.

Neena Ahluwalia, Bencher: Two years
after Neena Ahluwalia was called to the
Alberta bar in July 1984, she started her own
criminal defence practice in northeastern
Alberta. In 1984, she became a member of
the Criminal Trial Lawyers Association and
joined their executive in 1990. She has been
an Edmonton Bar Association board director
since 1999. She has served as director for arts
organizations such as Catalyst Theatre, and
the Edmonton International Street Performers
Festival.

Wayne Jacques, Lay Bencher: A chartered
accountant, Wayne Jacques brings significant
husiness, political and community experience.
Mr. Jacques worked for Canfor for 28 years
before becoming MLA for the Grande Prairie-
Wapiti constituency. His appointments include
being the first private member on the Treasury
Board. Currently he is a board governor for
the Peace Country Health, and @ member of
the Law Enforcement Review Board of Alberta
and Alberta Transportation Safety Board.

Larry R. Ohlhauser, MD, Lay Bencher:
Named one of the top 100 physicians of the
century, Dr. Larry Ohlhauser currently provides
services in healthcare management. Mr.
Ohlhauserts experience includes roles such

as registrar/CEQ for the College of Physicians
and Surgeons of Alberta, adjunct professor for
the University of Alberta Faculty of Medicine,
medical officer for the Canadian Armed Forces
Reserves, and Chief of Staff for Drumheller
General Hospital. 1
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by Mona Duckett, QC, Past President, Law Society of Alberta

The Court of Queenis Bench has undertaken a pilot
project using video conferencing to supplement the
Queenis Bench sitting schedule. Notices to the har
have been or will be issued for St. Paul, Grande
Prairie and Peace River and the project may be
expanded pending resource availability. Urgent bail
reviews and emergency applications may be made
hy video conference when there is no Judge sitting
in the judicial district to hear the application in
person. Arrangements must be made through the
Regional Trial Coordinators office. The pilot project
is being monitored by a committee chaired by Mr.
Justice Paul Belzil and feedback from the bar is
welcomed.

Judicial editing

Concerns were raised by the LSA Criminal Practice
Advisory Committee about obtaining transcripts of
a Judgels reasons from Transcript Management.
The committee had concerns about hoth delays
and judicial editing. Chief Justice Wachowich and
Associate Chief Justice Wittmann have recently
issued a Memorandum to members of the Court
reminding them of the courtis longstanding policy
that Judges should edit transcripts as quickly as
possible and that no changes should be made
to the meaning. Discussions are ongoing with
the Provincial Court, but currently, the practice
appears to be the same in both trial courts.

Having discussed this issue with a number of
members of the Court, | note that some Judges
take the view that no changes should be made
to the transcript of the oral reasons, and that
the recording or certified reporteris transcript
speaks for itself. Some Judges take the view
that typographical or punctuation errors may be
corrected.

Video Conferencing Supplements QB Sitting Schedule

We have been
advised  that
where a Judge
is either not
available or not
responsive to a
request to release
a transcript
quickly, counsel may contact the Chief Justice
or Associate Chief Justice with those concerns. If
counsel have concerns about the editing and wish
to obtain a copy of the transcript that was first
produced by Transcript Management, | urge you
to raise those concerns as well with the Chief or
Associate Chief.

Correspondence directed to a Judge who is away
may not be seen by anyone in a timely fashion
unless it is specifically directed to his or her
assistant. You may wish to mark your envelopes
accordingly. ©¥

Trust accounting seminars
for Grande Prairie

The Law Society of Alberta will be offering a
trust accounting seminar for lawyers, staff
and accountants, and an ethics workshop for

lawyers and students in Grande Prairie, Alberta
on Friday, March 16, 2007. For more informa-
tion, please contact;

Michael J. Hussey, President
Grande Prairie Bar Association
(780) 532-7771

Volume 5 Issue 1 - February 2007



by Douglas R. Mah, QC, Chair, Credentials & Education Committee

In its continuing effort to improve and streamline
the education and admission process,
the Benchers at their November 30, 2006
Convocation approved a series of changes to The
Rules of the Law Society of Alberta. Firms and
prospective principals, students and admission
applicants are asked to note the following.

CPLED (Canadian Centre for Professional
Legal Education)

Effective for the July 2007 session, persons who
are not students-at-law or not otherwise under
the jurisdiction of the LSA are not permitted
to enroll in CPLED. This is necessary for
jurisdictional purposes in individual cases where
the LSA is required to exercise its regulatory
powers in respect of a CPLED student.

The CPLED Program Director now has absolute
authority to deal with the relationship between
the student and the program in cases of
academic misconduct. Such a case would then
be dealt with by the Executive Director of the LSA
as a conduct matter under the Legal Profession
Act (LPA).

Repeated supplemental attempts for the same
assignment or competency evaluation are not
allowed. Only one supplemental attempt is
allowed per assignment, with a maximum total of
four supplementals allowed for all competency
evaluations combined in a session. Similarly,
only one supplemental attempt is allowed per
competency evaluation, with a maximum total
of three allowed for all competency evaluations
combined in a session.

The latter two changes take effect immediately.
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Benchers Modify CPLED rules, Credentialing Process

Credentialing

Effective
immediately,
the defect in
delegation
identified in
Woods v. Law -
Society of Alberta, 2006 ABQB 610 has been
rectified by an amendment to Rule 47.1. The
Credentials and Education Committee has full
delegated authority from the Benchers to waive
or modify admission requirements under section
37(4) of the LPA due to special circumstances,
and to hear appeals under section 43(2) in
respect of certain enumerated matters (the CPLED
course, transfer examinations, reinstatement
examinations and certain decisions of the
Executive Director under Part 2 of the Rules).

The general academic requirements for admission
as a student-at-law can be met where either a
Canadian law degree or, in the case of a foreign
law degree, the obtaining of an equivalency
certificate from the National Committee on
Accreditation (NCA) is completed within the
previous 3 years, regardless of when the foreign
law degree was conferred. The previous rule
required both the attainment of the foreign law
degree and NCA equivalency within the same 3
year period.

Questions?

Refer to the Rules published on the LSA website at
www.lawsocietyalberta.com. For CPLED matters,
contact the CPLED Program. For credentialing
matters,  contact the LSA  Membership
Department. 1
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Interested In Becoming
a CPLED Learning Group
Facilitator?

CPLED Learning Group Facilitators provide
assistance to CPLED students by providing
feedback, practice experience, and evaluat-
ing student performance during online
learning modules in the area of Business,
Collections, Wills, Family, Real Estate, and
Civil Litigation. If you have five years of
practice experience, and some time to help
new members of our profession, please
contact Joan Copp or Anne Kaplan at (780)
420-1987 or 1-800-282-3900, or view our
information circular and application form
at: www.lesa.org/cpled.asp 1

The Edmonton Centre For Equal Justice is
looking for lawyers to volunteer their time
during Tuesday and Wednesday evening
clinics. Our clients are people who are
challenged by low incomes and need legal
advice. We assist individuals in these civil
legal matters: RTA Employment, Debt or
Human Rights.

If you have an interest in committing your
time and expertise, please contact Valerie
Nelson @ 702-1725, Ext 104. 1A


















